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illustrate the evils of patronage, subservience, compared with
responsibility for one's own character and career. Virtues are
patiently weighed against vices, until there is hardly any residue
of personality left.
Two            It is the history of two families, the Percys and the Falconers;
contrasted faQ former are the freemen, energetic, self-reliant, honourable;
families ^ jatter w;j| get on at ajj costs except that of honest exertion;
in short, the Falconers are born to be the creatures of patronage.
One of them, Buckhurst Falconer, a well-meaning, easy-going
fellow, seems to the Percys to promise well, and is even thought
of as a son-in-law; but he lets himself swim with the tide, goes
into the Church against his conscience, as the quickest way to
get clear of monetary embarrassments, then ruins himself by fast
living, and to escape a debtors' prison has to marry the lady
whom he had described as " an old, ugly, cross, avaricious devil! "
Buckhurst and the dignified, magnanimous, indomitable old
statesman, Lord Oldborough, a real leader of men, are the most
vivid characters in the book; the rest are merely terms in a
moral equation. Cunningham Falconer, master of all the arts of
exploiting patronage, is only another Jason raised to a higher
power; the Percys, for whom the reader's sympathies are solicited,
are not much more than abstract virtues; Godfrey's cold-
blooded integrity is truly formidable. There is a wise Mrs
Hungerford also, who acts efficiently in the same capacity as
Lady Littleton, or the Duchess in Leonora}-
The Percys meet with undeserved misfortune, and are ousted
from Percy Hall through the loss of the tide-deeds in a fire. The
telling bit of melodrama by which they are at length reinstated is
based no doubt on a home incident rekted in the Black Book.
Mr Edgeworth was on the point of losing an expensive lawsuit,
when Honora found the missing lease at the bottom of an old
box. It was thrust into the hands of the counsel " before he had
concluded his speech, was triumphantly produced, and the case
was won.** * In the novel, a missing conveyance is rediscovered;
1 She had in her mind's eye t certain Lady Louisa Connolly, '* one of the most
respectable, amiable, and even at seventy, I may say, charming persons I ever
saw or heard. . . . She is all that I could have wished to represent in Mrs
Hongerford " (Cfoun Litters> 190-191).
* Black Beck, 152-153.